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McLEOD COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

MEETING MINUTES 
McLEOD COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER 

MARTIN McLEOD BOARDROOM 
520 CHANDLER AVENUE NORTH, GLENCOE, MN 

NOVEMBER 16, 2021 
 
1 CALL TO ORDER  
 
The regular meeting of the McLeod County Board of Commissioners was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Chair 
Krueger at the McLeod County Government Center.  Commissioners Schmalz, Nagel Wright and Luthens were also 
present.  County Attorney Michael Junge, Administrator Sheila Murphy and Administrative Assistant Liz Danielson 
were also present.   
 
 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
At the request of the Board Chair, all present recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
  
2 CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA ITEMS 
 
Nagel moved, Wright seconded and motion carried unanimously to approve the agenda. 
 
3 CONSENT AGENDA 
 

A. November 02, 2021 County Board Meeting Minutes. 
B. October 29, 2021 Auditor’s Warrants. 
C. November 05, 2021 Auditor’s Warrants. 
D. Approve Sketch Plan 21-04 by Preston Fox, business owner of 4 Square Builders LLC (Glencoe, Minnesota) 

for a 9-lot building and a 7-lot building condo plat on non-tillable acreage on property owned by 4 Square 
Builders LLC, proposed to be located within 1.67 acres of the NE ¼ of the SW ¼ of Section 18 in Helen 
Township.  The City of Glencoe Planning and Industrial Commission met on October 14, 2021 and indicated 
no concerns at this time.  The Helen Township Board recommended approval on October 26, 2021.  The 
County Planning Advisory Commission recommended approval at their October 27, 2021 meeting. 

E. Approve Conditional Use Permit 21-22 by Jeffrey Ratike to construct an accessory building (28’ x 30’) in a 
front yard of an “A” Agricultural zoned parcel three (3) acres or less, to be used for personal storage and 
utilizing the existing driveway.  This parcel is 3.00 acres of the SE ¼ of the NE ¼ of Section 11 in Glencoe 
Township.  The City of Glencoe Planning & Industrial Commission met on October 14, 2021 and indicated 
no concerns at this time.  The Glencoe Township Board recommended approval at their October 14, 2021 
regular meeting.  The County Planning Advisory Commission recommended approval on October 27, 2021. 

F. Approve Conditional Use Permit 21-23 by Donald Artmann to construct an accessory building addition (24’ 
x 40’) onto an existing 36’ x 50’ shed (2,760 square feet) greater than 2,400 square feet on a platted parcel 
that is less than 10 acres in size, for the purpose of personal storage.  The Winsted Township Board 
recommended approval at their October 14, 2021 meeting.  The County Planning Advisory Commission 
unanimously recommended approval at their October 27, 2021 meeting with the condition that this 
structure shall be used for personal storage only. 
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G. Approve Conditional Use Permit 21-24 by Andrew Birkholz to construct an accessory building to be greater 
than 2,400 square feet on a parcel that is less than 10 acres in size to operate a home occupation (Lawn 
Care and Snow Removal) in an accessory building greater than 2,400 square feet for the purpose of business 
storage, with the following condition: If the operation exceeds performance standard established in Section 
16 of the McLeod County Zoning Ordinance this application will need to be brought back before the McLeod 
County Planning Commission for review.  This parcel is a rural building site in the “A” Agricultural District 
and is 7.97 acres located in the NW ¼ of the SW ¼ in Section 35 of Winsted Township.  The Winsted 
Township Board unanimously recommended approval at their October 14, 2021 meeting.  The County 
Planning Advisory Commission unanimously recommended approval at their October 27, 2021 meeting 
with the following condition: (1) If the operation exceeds performance standard established in Section 16 
of the McLeod County Zoning Ordinance this application will need to be brought back before the McLeod 
County Planning Commission for review.  

H. Approve Conditional Use Permit 21-25 by Adam Kaping, owner of LandsKapings, on behalf of property 
owners Wade and Julia Collins, for shoreline alteration to grade and fill more than ten cubic yards of 
material in the shore impact zone, 50 feet from the Ordinary High Water Level (OWHL) from Lake Marion 
(Recreational Development Lake) for the purpose of adding stairs and a patio to sit by the lake with the 
following condition: (1) Erosion control methods shall be used to control run-off and erosion in the 
excavated area.  Minnesota DNR Area Hydrologist, Garry Bennet, has met on-site with the applicant.  This 
property is located in the “A” Agricultural District and described as 4.30 acres of Gov’t Lot-4 in Section 12 
of Collins Township.  The Collins Township Board recommended approval at their October 14, 2021 
meeting.  The County Planning Advisory Commission recommended approval at their October 27, 2021 
meeting with the following condition: (1) Erosion control methods shall be used to control run-off and 
erosion in the excavated area. 

I. Approve final acceptance and payment of $43,553.71 to Asphalt Surface Technologies Corp. (Saint Cloud, 
Minnesota) for County Projects 21-000-01 and 21-000-02, countywide pavement marking and seal coat. 
These projects have been completed satisfactorily and final acceptance and payment is recommended. 

 
Wright moved, Luthens seconded and motion carried unanimously to approve the consent agenda. 
 
4 COVID-19  
 

A. Health and Human Services Update – Berit Spors, Health and Human Services Director 
 
Health and Human Services Director, Berit Spors, provided the Board with a COVID-19 update for McLeod County.  
Spors shared that as of November 15, 2021, McLeod County had a total of 6,700 positive COVID-19 cases; this is an 
increase of 480 new cases since the last Board Meeting on November 02, 2021.  Of the 480 new cases, 23 percent 
are children under the age of 18, seven patients needed hospitalization and there were zero new Intensive Care 
Unit (ICU) admissions.  There are currently 83 active COVID-19 cases requiring isolation.  There have been eight 
new COVID-19-related deaths reported since Spors’ last report, with a cumulative total of 82 COVID-19-related 
deaths. 
 
McLeod County Public Health continues to provide COVID-19 vaccination clinics at the McLeod County Government 
Center on a weekly basis and have held a total of 68 vaccination clinics in total.  McLeod County has recently held 
its first vaccination clinic for the 5-11-year-old population, where they administered vaccines to 30 kids.  In total, 
Public Health has administered 5,178 first doses, 3,919 second doses, 31 third doses and 286 booster doses for a 
total of 9,445 doses administered.  McLeod County Public Health continues offering the Moderna and Pfizer 
vaccines. 
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B. County Administration – Sheila Murphy, County Administrator 
 
County Administrator, Sheila Murphy, provided the Board with a COVID-19 update.  Murphy shared that the 
Coronavirus Relief Fund (CRF) Committee continues working to identify areas of focus to allocate funds toward.  
Since the last Board Meeting, the CRF Committee hosted an informational meeting with township and city 
representatives to gauge interest in exploring utilizing funds for Broadband expansion in McLeod County.  The CRF 
Committee also has been discussing allocating funds to assist with Federal OSHA standards that would require 
McLeod County employees to provide proof of vaccination against COVID-19 or provide weekly testing for COVID-
19.   
 
5 PUBLIC HEARING – Sheila Murphy, County Administrator 
 
Nagel moved, Luthens seconded and motion carried unanimously to open the Public Hearing at 9:16 a.m. 
 

A. Consider approval of the 2022 McLeod County Fee Schedule.  
 
County Administrator, Sheila Murphy, notified the Board that the Public Hearing to discuss the 2022 Fee Schedule 
had been advertised in the McLeod County Chronicle on October 27, November 03 and November 10, 2021.  The 
Board reviewed the changes requested by departments at their November 02, 2021 workshop.  Once approved, 
the 2022 McLeod County Fee Schedule would go into effect January 01, 2022. 
 
Wright moved, Luthens seconded and motion carried unanimously to approve the 2022 McLeod County Fee 
Schedule. 
 
Nagel moved, Wright seconded and motion carried unanimously to close the Public Hearing at 9:17 a.m. 
 
6 PUBLIC WORKS – John Brunkhorst, Public Works Director and County Engineer 

 
A. Consider purchase of a Towmaster T-12DT trailer from RDO Equipment Co. (Dayton, Minnesota) for a state 

contract price of $8,173.50 with funds from the Highway Equipment Maintenance budget (03-340).  
 
This trailer will replace a 2004 Quipnet trailer that is showing signs of its age, such as rust, wiring issues and 
brakes.  The trailer is primarily used to haul the roller for patching. 

 
Schmalz moved, Luthens seconded and motion carried unanimously to purchase a Towmaster T-12DT trailer from 
RDO Equipment Co. (Dayton, Minnesota) for a state contract price of $8,173.50 with funds from the Highway 
Equipment Maintenance budget (03-340). 

 
B. Consider selling a 2004 Quipnet trailer on MinnBid.  

 
Nagel moved, Schmalz seconded and motion carried unanimously to sell a 2004 Quipnet trailer on MinnBid or Fahey 
Sales, A Jeff Martin Auctioneers, Inc. Company (Glencoe, Minnesota). 
 
Brunkhorst also provided an update on the Morningside Avenue project, noting that he will be attending a meeting 
on that project after the Board Meeting and hopes that the road will be open this week. 
 
Chair Krueger inquired whether the upcoming Highway Workshop and Road Tour on November 18, 2021 is open 
to the public.  County Attorney Junge said it is open to the public. 
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7 EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT – Kevin Mathews, Director 
 

A. Consider approval of the grant application for the 2021 Safe and Secure Courthouse Initiative Grant from 
the Minnesota Judicial Branch.  

 
There are $500,000.00 of grant funds available under the competitive statewide grant.  This grant 
application requires a 50 percent match by the County.   
 
Included in the grant proposal would be purchase of new cameras that will be installed inside and outside 
the Courthouse and Law Enforcement facility and the purchase and installation of a button at the security 
screening station of the Courthouse and Law Enforcement facility to lock the exterior doors to the building 
when there are threats in the area. 
 
The total proposal amount of the grant ($29,822.00) that the County could receive may be different than 
the amounts listed in the application.   
 
The Budget Committee reviewed his grant application and a 50 percent match at their November 12, 2021 
meeting.  The County’s 50 percent match would be approximately $14,911.00 with funds from the 
Designated For Capital Assets budget (25-807). 

 
Nagel moved, Luthens seconded and motion carried unanimously to approve the grant application for the 2021 Safe 
and Secure Courthouse Initiative Grant from the Minnesota Judicial Branch. 
 
8 SHERIFF – Sheriff Tim Langenfeld 
 

A. Consider approval to transfer money from the 2021 Sheriff’s Office budget (01-201) to the 2022 Sheriff’s 
Office budget (01-201) for purchasing the following Sheriff’s Office vehicle: 
 

a. One (1) 2022 Dodge Durango from Dodge of Burnsville for a total purchase amount of $34,766.00 
via the Minnesota State Bid. 

 
This vehicle was previously approved for purchase by the County Board at the June 15, 2021 meeting.  
Dodge ended orders early and the Sheriff’s Office was not able to order the squad in June.  Dodge is now 
taking orders again for 2022 and the expected delivery time is 22-28 weeks from the order date.  Payment 
is made when the squad is delivered, which is expected to be approximately April 2022.   
 
This is an increase of $428.00 from the price of the 2021 Dodge Durango. 

 
Schmalz moved, Luthens seconded and motion carried unanimously to approve transferring funds from the 2021 
Sheriff’s Office budget (01-201) to the 2022 Sheriff’s Office budget (01-201) to purchase one (1) 2022 Dodge Durango 
from Dodge of Burnsville for a total purchase amount of $34,766.00 via the Minnesota State Bid. 
 

B. Consider approval to purchase the following Sheriff’s Office vehicles for 2022 with funds from the 2022 
Emergency Management budget (01-281): 
 

a. One (1) 2022 Dodge Durango from Dodge of Burnsville for a total purchase amount of $32,438.00 
via the Minnesota State Bid.   
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Estimated delivery from order date is 22-28 weeks.  Payment is made when the squads are delivered, which 
is expected to be approximately April 2022. 
 
This purchase was budgeted for 2022 with Emergency Management funds. 
 
The Dodge Durango will replace a 2014 Ford SUV that will be transitioned to the jail as a transport vehicle.  
Jail had a transport vehicle involved in a car/deer crash and the vehicle was totaled. 

 
Nagel moved, Luthens seconded and motion carried unanimously to purchase one (1) 2022 Dodge Durango from 
Dodge of Burnsville for a total purchase amount of $32,438.00 viz the Minnesota State Bid. 
 

C. Consider approval to purchase the following Sheriff’s Office vehicles for 2022 with funds from the 2022 
Sheriff’s Office budget (01-201): 
 

a. Four (4) 2022 Dodge Durango’s from Dodge of Burnsville for a total cost of $139,064.00 via the 
Minnesota State Bid. 
 

The purchase price is $34,766.00 per vehicle.  The estimated delivery is expected to be 22-28 weeks from 
the order date.  Payment is made when the squads are delivered, which is expected to be approximately 
April 2022. 

 
Wright moved, Nagel seconded and motion carried unanimously to purchase four (4) 2022 Dodge Durango’s from 
Dodge of Burnsville for a total cost of $139,064.00 via the Minnesota State Bid. 
 

D. Consider approval to auction/sell three (3) 2017 Ford SUV’s and one 2017 Dodge Durango through Fahey 
Auctions.  

 
The 2022 Durango’s will be replacing the 2017 squads. 

 
Nagel moved, Luthens seconded and motion carried unanimously to auction/sell three (3) 2017 Ford SUV’s and one 
2017 Dodge Durango through Fahey Auctions, A Jeff Martin Auctioneers, Inc. Company (Glencoe, Minnesota). 

 
9 AUDITOR-TREASURER – Connie M. Kurtzweg 
 

A. Consider adopting Resolution 21-CB-34, authorizing the utilization of Public Surplus online auction site for 
any future Tax Forfeited Land Sale(s).  

 
Previous Tax Forfeited Land Sale Auctions have been conducted onsite by the County Auditor-Treasurer, as 
per Minnesota Statute 282.01.  Statute has been revised and now allows for real estate brokers and online 
sales. 
 
The Auditor-Treasurer has seen a presentation by Public Surplus, an online sales organization designed 
specifically for public agencies.  Public Surplus has been used by six (6) Minnesota counties for online 
auctions, including: Beltrami, Kanabec, Kittson, Lake, Mille Lacs and St. Louis.  Public Surplus assures 
compliance with state and local regulations and policies while simplifying internal sales and processes.  It is 
a possibility that a larger number of community members could be attracted to an online sale.  There are 
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no fees to the selling government agency.  The buyers’ premium fee is five percent (5%).  Public Surplus 
prides itself in its customer service, and for that reason, does not require a contractual commitment.  
 

RESOLUTION 21-CB-34 
PUBLIC SURPLUS ONLINE AUCTION SITE FOR SALE OF TAX FORFEITED PARCELS 

 
WHEREAS, The County Board of Commissioners of the County of McLeod, State of Minnesota, desires to utilize Public Surplus 
online auction site for sale of tax forfeited parcels; and 
  
WHEREAS, the sale will be governed by the provisions of Minnesota Statute 282.01 and by the resolution of the McLeod 
County Board of Commissioners authorizing such sale; and 
 
WHEREAS, the terms and conditions of the sale will be provided to the Board prior to any sale;  
 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the County Board Chairperson and the County Administrator are hereby authorized to utilize Public 
Surplus online auction site for any future sale of tax forfeited parcels on behalf of McLeod County.     
 
Nagel moved, Schmalz seconded and motion carried unanimously to adopt Resolution 21-CB-34. 

 
10 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY – Matt Troska, Manager 

 
A. Consider approval of quote from ConvergeOne (Bloomington, Minnesota) for a state contract price of 

$57,492.55 for network work infrastructure equipment for the County’s Hutchinson locations, with funds 
from the 2021 Information Technology budget (01-065).  
 
The current network infrastructure equipment at the County’s Hutchinson locations is approximately seven 
(7) years old and is no longer supported by the manufacturer.  This equipment is showing signs of age and 
is typically expected to last five to seven years. 
 
A second quote was received from Xigent Solutions (Minneapolis, Minnesota) for $70,369.33. 

 
Wright moved, Nagel seconded and motion carried unanimously to approve a quote from ConvergeOne 
(Bloomington, Minnesota) for a state contract price of $57,492.55 for network work infrastructure equipment for the 
County’s Hutchinson locations, with funds from the 2021 Information Technology budget (01-065). 
 
11 ATTORNEY – Michael Junge, County Attorney 
 

A. Consider approval and execution of the Joint Powers Agreement (JPA), Court Services Amendment and 
adopt Resolution 21-CB-35 to continue services with the Bureau of Criminal Apprehension (BCA).  

 
The current State of Minnesota Master Joint Powers Agreement (JPA) and Court Services Amendment will 
be expiring soon.  A new JPA, Court Services Amendment, and Resolution need to be executed to continue 
services with the Bureau of Criminal Apprehension (BCA). 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 21-CB-35 

RESOLUTION APPROVING STATE OF MINNESOTA JOINT POWERS AGREEMENTS WITH THE COUNTY OF MCLEOD ON BEHALF OF 
ITS COUNTY ATTORNEY AND SHERIFF 
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WHEREAS, the County of McLeod on behalf of its County Attorney and Sheriff desires to enter into Joint Powers Agreements 
with the State of Minnesota, Department of Public Safety, Bureau of Criminal Apprehension to use systems and tools available 
over the State’s criminal justice data communications network for which the County is eligible.  The Joint Powers Agreements 
further provide the County with the ability to add, modify and delete connectivity, systems and tools over the five-year life of 
the agreement and obligates the County to pay the costs for the network connection.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the County Board of McLeod, Minnesota as follows: 
 

1. That the State of Minnesota Joint Powers Agreements by and between the State of Minnesota acting through its 
Department of Public Safety, Bureau of Criminal Apprehension and the County of McLeod on behalf of its County 
Attorney and Sheriff are hereby approved. 

2. That the Sheriff, Tim Langenfeld, or his or her successor, is designated the Authorized Representative for the Sheriff.  
The Authorized Representative is also authorized to sign any subsequent amendment or agreement that may be 
required by the State of Minnesota to maintain the County’s connection to the systems and tools offered by the 
State. 

3. That the County Attorney, Michael Junge, or his or her successor, is designated the Authorized Representative for 
the County Attorney.  The Authorized Representative is also authorized to sign any subsequent amendment or 
agreement that may be required by the State of Minnesota to maintain the County’s connection to the systems and 
tools offered by the State. 

4. That Doug Krueger, the Chair of the County of McLeod, and Sheila Murphy, the County Board Clerk, are authorized 
to sign the State of Minnesota Joint Powers Agreements. 

 
Schmalz moved, Luthens seconded and motion carried unanimously to approve and execute a Joint Powers 
Agreement (JPA), Court Services Amendment, and adopt Resolution 21-CB-35 to continue services with the Bureau 
of Criminal Apprehension (BCA). 

 
B. Consider approval of Permanent Road and Utility Easement between McLeod County (Grantor) and City of 

Glencoe.  
 

Nagel moved, Krueger seconded and motion carried unanimously to approve the Permanent Road and Utility 
Easement between McLeod County (Grantor) and City of Glencoe. 
 
12 COUNTY ADMINISTRATION 
 
Commissioners reviewed their calendars and meetings attended since November 02, 2021. 
 

A. Consider approval of amended Commercial Lease Agreement with Hennek Business Holdings, LLC 
(Landlord) and County of McLeod (Tenant) to lease two (2) large storage structures and surrounding 
property located on PID 22.011.2350 (Sect 11 Township 115 Range 028, N 329.89’ of E 692.77’ SE ¼ NE ¼) 
in County of McLeod, State of Minnesota.  
 
A Commercial Lease Agreement with Hennek Business Holdings, LLC was previously approved by the Board 
on November 02, 2021.  The updated Commercial Lease Agreement before the Board contains the addition 
of: 
 
“Section 7 – Utilities:  Tenant shall be responsible for the payment of utilities as defined Tenant is 
responsible for payment of 40% of the monthly water, sewer & electricity.  Tenant will be responsible for 
the metered monthly expense for natural gas for each leased shed, snow removal, gravel/land 
maintenance, and garbage service for the portion of the property in use by Tenant.” 

 




